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Friday 15th January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers  

Welcome to Spring Term 2021 at Burton Salmon! Things are a little bit different so far… We 
hope those of you at home are staying safe and accessing the online learning available to you, 
and those in school are enjoying the learning taking place in classes. If there are any questions 
regarding any aspect of school life, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 
 

We were lucky to have 2 new starters join us in Nursery on Monday 5th January, so a big welcome to Isabelle and 
Elsie. We’re really pleased you enjoyed your first day with us and look forward to seeing you again soon. 
          
 
Places for children at school 

Please contact the office by email – admin.burton@wrfed.co.uk or by phone if you are a keyworker or you or your 

child are vulnerable and you would like your child to attend school.  Before you decide whether or not to send your 

child to school, please follow the local information regarding Covid levels near the school, inputting the school 

postcode LS25 5JY on the following link: 

https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/ 

Please note that places are allocated, according to individual family circumstances and they are offered at the 

discretion of Mrs MacDonald and Mr Bealey. We are also offering the usual wraparound care of Pippins Breakfast 

Club from 8am and Orchard After-School Club until 4.30pm or 5.30pm, if required. 

 
Recent news: 
 
Class 1 update 
Before Christmas we wrote to share that Mrs Torode is unwell and that Mr Marshall will cover her class during her 
absence.  Following the Christmas break, Mrs Torode continues to be unwell and Mr Marshall will continue to cover 
her absence until she is well enough to return to work. Should you have any questions linked to your child’s learning, 
please arrange to speak to Mr Marshall and he will be happy to assist. 
 
 
 

https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/


Snow at school 
Yesterday, we had quite a lot of snow in Burton Salmon, resulting in us closing school for the children at 1pm. We 
have been open again today, after carefully assessing the site for everyone to be safely in. We hope you have enjoyed 
the snow whilst you have been at home and would love to see any photos you have taken. Please send them in to 
Mrs Obridge. Here are some of the photos you may have seen on our school website:  
 

                   
 

                   
 
NYCC COVID-19 news 
Please find along with this letter, the latest update from NYCC, in the form of a parent guide. 
We would like to reassure you that COVID-19 hasn't hit our school, or either of our federated 
schools, but this document outlines what to expect if it does and the measures that will be 
taken to inform you, the community and to limit the spread. 

 
Bug Club 
 
Next week we are launching our online Bug Club reading programme. This is a web-based version 
of one of the reading schemes we use in school, allowing you all to access, read and answer 
questions about reading books over the internet.  
 

To access Bug Club, go to the following webpage:  
 

https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c=0 
 

Click on the yellow ‘Log in’ button. Your child’s login details are as follows: 
  
Username: this will be the first four letters of your child’s forename, followed by the first four letters of their 
surname. For example, if your child was called Joseph Smith, the username would be josesmit. If you have fewer 
than four letters in either name, enter the full name instead. 
 
Password: Burton2021* (case sensitive)  
School code: grd0  
 
Once you are logged in, click on the ‘My Stuff’ menu to access the reading books assigned for you, for the week by 
your class teacher. Throughout each book there are a series of quizzes and other activities to complete also. Please 
can parents feedback as soon as possible about how easy or challenging your child is finding the books set. We can 
easily adapt this as the weeks go on. 
 
More information about the service will be emailed out on Monday, explaining how to use the scheme. 

https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c=0


 
Free School Meals 
We have been waiting for government guidance on the process of Free School Meals (FSM) for this period of 
lockdown. We now know that we can apply for vouchers once again, starting next week, for those children in receipt 
of FSM who are not currently attending school. Please rest assured that you will be compensated with backdated 
soon, with vouchers for the first 2 weeks of this Spring term. 
 

Reading in unusual places 
In the last newsletter, we said that we would love you to send in photographs 
of your children (staff can take part too) reading a favourite book – in an 
unusual place/setting. This could be in an empty bath, at the park, under a 
bed, on a trampoline, up a tree, inside a tractor tyre – anywhere that you 
wouldn’t normally settle down to read; but please BE SAFE! We are planning 
to use the photos for a display in what was the Sensory Room, but, at the 
moment, houses our school library. Hopefully whilst some of you are at home, 
you might find the opportunity to take some photos and send them in to Mrs 
Obridge – admin.burton@wrfed.co.uk Thank you. 

 

Pastoral support from Mrs. Sam Thornton 

The fortnightly focus just before Christmas was – Be active 

Being active is great, not only for your physical health and fitness 

but for your mental wellbeing too. 

Keeping fit raises your self-esteem, helps set goals and 

challenges and causes chemical changes in your brain which can 

help to positively change your mood. 

Why don’t you: 

Go for a jog 

Build a snowman! 

Take a walk 

Try a Joe Wicks workout https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ 

If your child would like to take part in the Fortnightly Focus, please email your evidence of what you’ve been doing 

to ‘Be active’ to Mrs Thornton – s.thornton@wrfed.co.uk 

Housekeeping 
 

Pupil absences if your child is registered to attend during lockdown: it is really important 
that you please make sure you telephone or email the school before 9.15am to notify us of 
any child absence, with a reason for their absence. Equally, we ask if your child is unwell 
and you have called on the first day of their absence, we also require a call on each 
subsequent day until they are well enough to be back in school. If we don’t receive any 
communication, by phone or email, we start our process of contacting all of the contacts 
allocated to your child and if we still haven’t received any information, the Children Missing 
in Education protocol is triggered. Thank you for your cooperation with this. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ
mailto:s.thornton@wrfed.co.uk


Medicines in school 

If you require your child to have medicine administered during the course of a school day, please 

complete a ‘Parental Request for Medicine in School’ form, available from the School Office. We are not 

allowed to administer any medicine without this being completed fully and signed by a parent/carer and 

the Headteacher (or representative). If your child requires a course of antibiotics for example, over a 

period of a few days, please ensure that the medicine is handed directly in to the School Office each morning. 

Whilst we can administer Calpol (or similar Paracetamol-based medicines), we are not insured to administer any 

Ibuprofen sent in unless this is prescribed by a doctor. 

 
OOSC – Pippins and Orchard Club drop-offs and collections 

We are still open for those children attending school at the moment. For Pippins Breakfast 
Club, Mrs Wilson opens the main School Reception door at 8am. We can’t permit children 
on the premises before this time, due to insurance restrictions. Children must be brought 
to the door by an adult and handed over to her or another member of staff; please do not 
park on the road and allow your child to enter the school grounds by themselves.  And for 
the Orchard After-School club, please knock or ring and your children will be brought to the 

main school Reception door by Mrs Laycock, to be collected and signed out by Parents/Carers. Please note that 
this Orchard session finishes promptly at 5.30pm. All payments are added to ParentPay within the same week. 
 
Orchard afternoon after-school club: please could parents/carers indicate the approximate collection time for 
your child when booking a place. Also, if you could please inform school by 12noon if you are cancelling any pre-
booked provision for that same day, otherwise you may incur a charge for that session. Thank you. 
 

Outstanding ParentPay debts 
Please could parents and carers ensure that any outstanding ParentPay debts are cleared. We still 
have some families with overdue debts from last autumn half-term. Across the federation, there 
is an agreed maximum debt per child, which is £30.00. This includes any nursery fees, school 
dinners and out of school club payments. 
 

Along with being able to add credit to your parent account, please note that ParentPay also offers an Auto-top up 
facility.  There is guidance on how to set this up on your parent page as you log in to your account. This facility 
allows your account to auto-top up if your child’s lunch account drops below a certain threshold which you set, so 
that you don’t have to keep logging in and paying.  It can be cancelled by account holders at any time and the 
system automatically registers our school term dates, so will only top-up for days that school is open. Please see 
the link below for further information. 
 

Bank Transfer and Auto top-up > ParentPay Support 
 
Severe Weather and Emergency Contact:  

In the case of the school having to close for severe weather or an emergency, please be assured that you 
will be notified by a text message. This may be in the evening or the morning, as we wait for staff to arrive 
on site and ensure it’s safe for families to bring children in. This is our quickest and most direct method of 
contacting you.  
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Craig Bealey 
Head of School 

https://www.parentpay.com/DOCH/school-support/index.html@page_id=7954.html
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwizjeT3w4_mAhUFx4UKHdnvA7kQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://clipart-library.com/cartoon-medicine-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw11fjfyowjk5OKplLDySYW0&ust=1575120669153688


 

Important dates for your diary 
 

Friday 12th February 2021 Break up for half-term 

Monday 22nd February 2021 School re-opens 

Friday 26th March 2021 Break up for Easter 

Monday 12th April 2021 Staff Training Day 3 – school closed 

Tuesday 13th April 2021 School re-opens 

Monday 3rd May 2021 Bank Holiday 

Friday 28th May 2021 Break up for half-term 

Monday 7th June 2021 Staff Training Day 4 – school closed 

Tuesday 8th June 2021 School re-opens 

Friday 23rd July 2021 Break up for Summer 

Monday 26th July 2021 Staff Training Day 5 – school closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


