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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Burton Salmon Community Primary School has a positive and respectful school 
culture. There are warm and considerate relationships between the staff and pupils. 
The school has a consistent approach to managing pupils’ behaviour. Pupils respect 
that there are sanctions when they do not adhere to the school rules. The school 
rewards pupils for displaying good behaviour with certificates and house point 
tokens.  

Pupils elect school ambassadors who demonstrate and uphold the school’s values. 
The ambassadors acknowledge other pupils being happy and safe and nominate 
them for awards. Pupils are proud of this peer recognition.  

The school offers high-quality pastoral support to pupils and families. This includes 
therapies, such as drawing, play and time with Twig, the school’s therapy dog. 
Adults regularly check pupils’ emotional well-being and provide support as 
necessary.  

The school has high expectations for its pupils. It is part of the White Rose 
Federation, which has one executive headteacher and one governing body leading 
three schools. This has enhanced the opportunities for pupils to meet socially and 
attend educational visits.  

The school ensures that pupils know how to stay safe online. Pupils know to ‘block, 
stop, report’ if they are contacted by a stranger online. Pupils are safe at school. 
They share any concerns with staff, who offer care, nurture and support.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Since the last inspection, the school has taken steps to ensure that the wider 
curriculum is well planned and sequenced from Nursery to Year 6. The curriculum 
has been developed by the staff across the White Rose Federation. Working 
collaboratively significantly supports the school’s expertise to provide an ambitious 
curriculum. The curriculum has different cycles to meet the needs of the mixed-age 
classes. This ensures that pupils do not repeat topics and learning builds over time.  
 
The school identifies the most important facts and vocabulary they want pupils to 
remember. This is planned progressively over time. However, in some subjects, 
pupils struggle to make connections to their previous learning. They do not 
consistently use subject-specific vocabulary to explain their thinking.  
 
Each lesson, teachers check on what pupils can recall with a recap element or short 
quiz. At the end of each unit of work, there is a more formal task. The school is 
refining the system to check pupils’ knowledge in each curriculum cycle.  
 
The school focuses on prioritising early reading through their phonics teaching. This 
has improved significantly since the last inspection. The school introduces listening 
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games and environmental sound walks in Nursery. This ensures that children are 
ready to access phonics lessons in Reception. The school regularly checks the 
sounds that pupils know. A very small number of pupils, who are not keeping up 
with the phonics programme, receive extra daily catch-up sessions. This helps to 
ensure that most pupils can read unfamiliar words successfully. Pupils enjoy reading 
to Twig. This activity helps pupils to practice reading aloud with confidence. 
 
The mathematics curriculum is ambitious. Adults adapt lessons for pupils with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). For example, pupils use 
manipulatives, such as cubes, to help with calculations. Pupils speak enthusiastically 
about mathematics. Teachers apply effective questioning and modelling in their 
teaching. Pupils use the classroom’s working walls to support their learning. This 
promotes a purposeful learning environment. 
 
The school has an effective and timely system to identify the needs of the pupils 
with SEND. Teachers set appropriate targets for pupils. The school monitors the 
targets to ensure that pupils are making progress.  
 
In early years, the school supports children to investigate, take risks and sustain 
concentration in their play. Adults model the correct use of language to develop 
children’s communication skills. For example, while mixing paint an adult introduced 
the words `teal’ and `violet’ to extend a child’s colour-palette vocabulary. The school 
involves parents in their children’s learning through their online communication 
platform. There are strong links between the early years team and parents.  
 
Pupils confidently discuss equality and protected characteristics. One pupil said, ‘We 
are all treated the same; It just matters to have fun.’  
 
The school manages attendance and punctuality effectively. The school tracks pupil 
attendance and, when it dips, the school immediately contacts families. This is 
having a demonstrable improvement in pupil attendance. 
 
Governors fulfil their statutory duties. They have a good understanding of the 
improvements the school has made. The local authority is a supportive partner. It 
reviews aspects of the school, such as the curriculum, to assure themselves it meets 
the needs of the pupils.  
 
Working as a federation helps to reduce staff workload. It enables staff to share 
subject leadership, resources, planning and good practice. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
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◼ The school has not ensured that pupils use the important vocabulary identified in 
the curriculum. This means pupils do not routinely use subject-specific language 
to talk about their learning. The school should emphasise the vocabulary so that 
pupils develop their use of subject-specific language. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need 
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a 
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the 
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at 
any point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care) 
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route). 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 121385 

Local authority North Yorkshire 

Inspection number 10255598 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 62 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Reverend Anna Burr and Anne Edwards  
(co-chairs) 

Headteacher Suzanne MacDonald 
(executive headteacher) 

Website www.burtonsalmonschool.org.uk 

Date of previous inspection 1 March 2022, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ Burton Salmon Community Primary School is a smaller-than-average size primary 

school. 

◼ The school is part of the White Rose Federation. There is an executive 
headteacher and one governing body across three schools in the federation. 

◼ The school does not use any alterative providers. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s education 
provision. 

◼ Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the school and 
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 
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◼ Inspectors met with the executive headteacher, head of school, curriculum 
leaders, staff and pupils. 

◼ Meetings were also held with representatives of the governing body and the local 
authority. 

◼ Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics 
and art and design. For each deep dive, inspectors held discussions about the 
curriculum, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some pupils 
about their learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work. 

◼ Inspectors also looked at the curriculum structure in history, geography and 
design and technology. 

◼ To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, inspectors: reviewed the single 
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and 
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive 
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first. 

◼ The views of parents, staff and pupils were considered from meeting with them 
and from the responses to Ofsted’s questionnaires. 

 

Inspection team 
 

Alison Stephenson, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector 

Simon Swift Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates 

and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in 
education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and 

children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family Court Advisory and 
Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 

and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and 

other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects 
services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or 

Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or 

medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information 

Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2023 
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